Indicators of Urban Development
It is widely accepted in the field of urban studies that waqf endowment played a crucial role in the development of Middle Eastern cities. The famous traveller, Ibn Baṭṭūṭa (d. 770/1368-69) , visiting Damascus in 726/1326, reported that the people of Damascus vied with one another to build and endow mosques, sufi convents, colleges (madrasas), and tomb-shrines (mashhad).1 The various historical and topographical sources for Damascus from the sixth/twelfth to the fourteenth/twentieth centuries provide us with rich information on the religious institutions founded by waqf endowments, as well as the waqf properties donated to finance them. ). It tells us that the number of mosques increased by one and a half times in two periods, from 420 to 660 between the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, and from 660 to over 1000 between the thirteenth and sixteenth centuries.2 Since Ibn ʿAsākir noted that the number of mosques was a manifestation of the interest of the population in religion and of the large number of people worshipping in them,3 we can assume that the number of mosques is related to the number of Muslim inhabitants in a region. Therefore the roughly two and a half times increase in the number of mosques constructed between the twelfth and early sixteenth centuries represents the needs of an increasing Muslim population. Here we should notice that the number of churches also doubled from the twelfth to the thirteenth century, which likewise suggests the increase or maintenance of the Christian population. In the twelfth century, there were 242 
